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by dismantling 
Denver, 51-23. 
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NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK 


Hannah Kamara is a health 
specialist who navigates the ACA. 
RAYMOND W HOLMAN JR. 


Signing 
up fora 
doomed 
plan? 


Navigators help clients 
through Obamacare’s 
uncertainty as GOP 
continues its assault. 


By Aubrey Whelan 
STAFF WRITER 

The young Philadelphian who 
walked up to Jessy Foster’s table at 
the health-care enrollment fair on 
Friday afternoon had a lot of ques- 
tions, but saved the biggest for 

last: What was going to happen? 
“I heard some- 


Expanded thing about de- 
p funding? Do you 
debate know?” 
> Ryan says _It was a ques- 
Obamacare tion Foster, the 
could be lead community 
revisited in engagement spe- 
tax plan. A9. cialist at the Penn- 


sylvania Health 
Access Network (PAHAN), has 
heard almost constantly this year, 
since President Trump and con- 
gressional Republicans set out to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act — 
and, failing that, to dismantle it 
from the Oval Office. 

Confusion has permeated her 
work since the enrollment peri- 
od — when people can sign up 
for a plan on the federal health- 

See NAVIGATORS on A9 


TEXAS SHOOTING RAMPAGE 


More than two dozen were 


and Wesley Lowery 
WASHINGTON POST 


ing, authorities said. 


A gunman shot and killed more 
than two dozen people and in- 
jured many others Sunday inside a 
small community church here in South 
Texas, and he was found dead several 
miles away from the scene after flee- 


S UTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas — 


The mass shooting happened during 
morning services at the First Baptist 
Church in Sutherland Springs, a small 
town in the countryside more than 30 
miles southeast of San Antonio, and it 
claimed the lives of people ranging in 


age from 5 to 72, authorities said. 

Witnesses described the shooter as a 
man in his 20s wearing all black cloth- 
ing and a tactical vest. Neighbors said 
they heard loud bangs and even had 
bullets spray into their homes as the 
gunman released a barrage of gunfire 
that started outside the church and 
moved into it before noon. 

“At this moment in time, there are 26 
lives that have been lost,” 
Greg Abbott said during an early 
evening news conference. “We don’t 
know if that number will rise or not. All 
we know is that’s too many and this 
will be a long, suffering mourning for 

See SHOOTING on A2 


Texas Gov. 
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| CHURCH HORROR 


An official said gunman fled 
shot dead, many more injured. after the attack, was killed. 


Carrie Matula hugs a woman who lost her father in the shooting at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs. nick WAGNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Law enforcement swarms town southeast of San Antonio. 


By Peter Holley, Kristine Phillips, 


Law enforcement officials at the church. 


Will museum, documentary 
fuel revival for Father Divine? 


The man died 52 years ago; his movement still has eevee 


By Samantha Melamed 
STAFF WRITER 

Two ornate, velvet-upholstered 
chairs — thrones, almost — were 
positioned facing the crowd gath- 
ered for the Sunday-afternoon 
ribbon cutting for Father Di- 
vine’s Library and Museum. 

The seats appeared to be emp- 
ty, but each speaker that stepped 
up turned to greet them before 
addressing the audience: 
“Peace, Father. Peace, Mother. 
Peace, everyone.” 

Life and death, presence and ab- 
sence, are fluid concepts at Wood- 
mont, the grand, 73-acre Glad- 
wyne estate that is the last strong- 
hold of the International Peace 
Mission movement created by Fa- 
ther Divine, the civil rights leader, 
businessman, philanthropist, and 
self-proclaimed god. Today, more 
than 50 years after his death, he’s 
still the head of the household. 
The movement — or, perhaps, cult 
— was once reported to have as 
many as 20 million followers. 
Now, just 12 or 15 true believers, 
most in their 80s or 90s, reside at 
Woodmont, living in celibacy and 


Sister Patience Budd, who’s 105, holds up the scissors after cutting 
the ribbon at Father Divine’s Library and Museum. MICHAEL BRYANT / Staff 


isolation according to Divine’s In- 
ternational Modest Code. 

These days, those left in the 
Peace Mission have turned their 
focus to legacy-building — by fi- 
nally opening the library, a col- 
lection of hundreds of thousands 
of letters, photographs, audio re- 
cordings, home movies, and 
manuscripts that was a decade 


in the making, and by welcom- 
ing in documentary filmmaker 
Lenny Feinberg (The Art of the 
Steal, Black and White and Dead 
All Over) for three years of shoot- 
ing. His film, Father’s Kingdom, 
will premiere at the Doc NYC 
film festival Nov. 11. 

“Its a different universe once 

See DIVINE on A8 


PHILADELPHIA TRAVEL AGENT 


Clients still seek relief 
after alleged scams 


By Mensah M. Dean 
STAFF WRITER 

Gladys Cruz thought she’d 
done everything right in plan- 
ning a dream vacation to Dis- 
ney World in May 2016 for her- 
self, her three daughters, her 
mother, and her nephew. She 
paid the $5,349 in full to a trav- 
el agent whom she’d met 
through a co-worker. She took 
days off from work to prepare, 
spending an additional $1,000 
on clothing for her kids. 

But when Cruz, a single 
mother who works as a city 
probation officer, arrived with 
her family at the Southwest 
Philadelphia spot where they 
were to board a charter bus to 
the Magic Kingdom, there was 
no bus. Not even a pumpkin. 
The travel agent informed her 


by phone that the trip had 
been suddenly postponed. 

“My kids are crying. They’re 
like, ‘Mom! Where’s the bus?’ ” 
said Cruz, 38, her voice cracking 
with emotion. “I was devastated. 
Devastated. I had to think quick. 
I had to face my children in the 
car wondering, ‘Are we going to 
go to Disney or not? I took a 
loan within 24 hours, from the 
street. I’m still paying it off.” 

Cruz is not alone. Seven oth- 
er women have told the Inquir- 
er and Daily News they paid 
for trips that were misman- 
aged by the same home-based 
travel agent, Stephanie Mount- 
castle-Claiborne. 

Claiborne, 45, says she has 
done nothing wrong. But 10 
lawsuits representing 22 

See TRAVEL on A4 
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